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Laubeuf type were inspected. Although there were many
points of interest in these craft the design was not recommended.
They were of a design built for the Greek government for service
in the Mediterranean, and were not adapted to our requirements
in the North Sea coast patrol; moreover they compared
unfavourably with their contemporaries in our service. Monsieur
Laubeuf could, given time, no doubt have produced a vessel
answering to our requirements, but the Admiralty, in their desire
to start Messrs. Armstrong, Whitworth and Co., the licensees of
the Schneider Co., .building at once, placed an order for two
submarines of the type inspected, in spite of the objections raised
by submarine officers, which I had strongly supported. They
were named Wi and Wz.

In 1905, when I was in Italy, I visited an exhibition in Florence
and s^w what was described as a " Cleptoscopio," a submarine
periscope in fact. I had looked through a periscope in my
brother's submarine. This one struck me as being greatly
superior, so I sent details of it to the Admiralty, remarking that
Jyiftew nothing whatever about periscopes, that its apparent
superiority might be due to the clearer atmosphere of Florence,
but I thought it well worth an expert's inspection. My report
was sent by the Admiralty for remarks, to the firm which made
all our periscopes under the Vickers monopoly, with the result
that no competition ensued, and the reply I received did not
encourage me to pursue the matter further. Remembering this
incident, I arranged to send my experts to inspect Italian, German,
and French periscopes. They reported that all three were
superior to ours, both optically and mechanically. We were
able to purchase a French periscope for trial, and it was arranged
for a British optical firm to work the Italian patents. After 12
German periscopes had been purchased, similar arrangements
were made for their manufacture in this country. The threat
of competition spurred our periscope maker to make strenuous
efforts, and before long he was able to embody all the latest
improvements in his instruments. Thus when war broke out
we not only had a vastly improved periscope, but the ability to
meet the rapid expansion of the submarine service.

For a successful attack it is vital for a submarine to remain
unseen and unsuspected, the importance of her periscope there-
fore can hardly be exaggerated, and it> is interesting to note the